Responding to the Love of God
We grow in our understanding of the love of God for us
John 3:16; 1 John 3:1-2

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we
should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.

We respond to the love of God by loving God
1 John 4:18-19; Matthew 22:37-40

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears
has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. Jesus said to him, “‘You shall
love the Lਏ your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

We respond to the love of God by loving others as Christ loved us
John 13:34-35

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one
another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

We respond to the love of God by loving the lost (our neighbor)
Luke 10:26-29, 36-37

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he answered and said, “You
shall love the Lਏ your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind,” and “your neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this
and you will live.” But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” “…So
which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who
showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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